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Phthia in Theſſaly, about 
1200 Years before the 
Ms ++ Chriſtian Ars. He was 
the Son of Peleys King why + 
and Therit, laid by the Poets to 

che Goddeſs of the Seca. When he 


2 oy Poets, to have been plung d 
fame . N by 


, CHILLES was born at 


was a Child, he is reported, by the. 
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4 © The LITE ef Achilles. 
by his Mother over Head and Fars 
in the infernal River of Styx, by 


which means every Part of his Bo- 
dy was render d invulnerable, ex- 
cept the Heel which his Mother 
held Him by at the time of Immer- 


ſion. Both theſe Accounts will ſoon: 


appear tO the ' Reader to be equally 
true, or rather equally fabulous. But 


the Gentlemen of Parnaſſus, from 


whom we have* our chief Intelli- 
gence, thought they could not ſuf- 
ficiently magnify his uncommon 
Courage, and great Sticcels in the 
Field, without deſcribing him fu- 
perior, both in Birth and Perſon, 
to the common Raee of Mortals. 
Whilſt he was yet very young, 
he was put under the Tutorage and 
Diſcipline” of Chiron the Centaur. 
This: Chiron is faid to have been the 
Son of Saturn, and Philira his Miſ- 


treſs; who being at a certain Time 
ſurpris d together by Opr, Saturn's 
8 old Wife, 
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e LI I of Achilles Fo» + 
Wife; Saturn, to prevent being 
known by her, turn d himſelf into 
a Horſe; by which means, when 
Philira came to be deliverd;. the 


braught forth a Creature, whoſe up- 


per Part was Man, and the lower 
Part a Horſe. This Chiron became 
a famous Phyſician; he taught Mſcu- 
lapius Phyſick, Apollo Muſick, and 


Hercules Aſtronomy; and laſtly, he 
was Tutor to our Hero Achilles, 


whom he is ſaid to have given no 


other Food to, but the Marrow of 


Lions, Stags, and: other wild Beaſts. 
But this we muſt take for granted, 
to- be only ſaid in order to account 
for the Courageouſneſs and Fierce- 
neſs of his Temper. Fhe Sooth- 
ſayer Calchas, - having foretold the 
Grecian Chiefs, who were preparing 
to go to the Siege of Troy, that 
'ewas impoſſible for them to ſucceed 


in their Expedition againſt that 


Town, unleſs: Achilles went alon 5 
with. 


Qui l, and che Soldier his Scimitar, 
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with. ka 105 Methes, who 
= lane time inform'd by 3 
chat if he join d in tha Enter- 
priſe he — certainly be ſlain ir 
it; ſerie, and took lim away ay private 
ee Tutor; and, to prevent 
being 3 on n to the 
77 . the ufc guis d him in the Ha- 
0 4 0a, an and plac d hirn in the 
Court of King Zycomedes.” Aaluller 
vas then not more than Twelve 
3 and took upon him che 
me of Pyrrba. He went a8 2 
Companion to the' Daughters "2a 
8 and being a beautiful Youth; 
Diſguiſe became him ſo well, 
that all che Galants in Lycameder's 
Coutt were immediately ehamour d 
vich him. Every one — dif- 
ferent Ways, and according to [hole 
Aimee Talents, to gain the Fayour 
* kis [Snuff Bok, rhe Wit his 
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UI n of Achilles 7 
in purſuit of their Conqueſt; which 
— {mall Diverſion ro our young 
— Petticoats, who began to 
know by this time what Sex he 
was of. An 7. 17 given: 
Amongſt the Daughters of Eyco- 
anedes,; the fuiraſt and moſt engpging 
was 'the-Princels: Dridamia, fot 

Aubillas ſoon began: xo feel a Paſſion, 
very different froth that of one Fe- 
male to another Ar laſt the Vio- 
lence of his: Inclination made him 
break thr& ill Conſideratiehs, and 
diſcover himſelf to her as they wert 
in Bed together. The Cotiſequence 
Reader, | when be is inform'd, that 
by this Princels: he had afterwards a 
Son, who was the famous Pyrrhur. 
Our Young Prince for ſome time 
continu d ſecure and undiſcoyer d in 
chis Diſguiſe; but at laſt, Culchus the 
Soothſayer, whom we mention'd be- 
oe, having diſcoverd what ow 
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s The LIT BT Kelten les 

. his Mother had c6riceal'd : him in: 
1 che . Uhſes'>was ſent t the 
ll Coutt 


outt ef Lycomedes to find hirm out, 
| | and demand his Return. Ulyſſespaiot 
* knowing him in his Female Attire 
| from the other Ladies of che Court, 


N and being willing: to pitch at. nge 
upon his right Man, reſobvid n 
* the following Stratagem for lhiat 
| Purpoſe. 0 One Day, when there 
was 4 grand Aſſembly at Court = 
compliment the King upon ſomm 
particular Occaſion, Ulyſſes took the 
Opportunity to make Preſents to all 
the Ladies, of ſome Jewels and 
Trinkets he had brought with that De- 
ſign. The whole Cargo being ſpread - 
abroad for each Lady to pleaſe her 
Fancy, and chooſe for her ſelf, 
whilſt:: fome were ſnatching at one 
Bauble c and ſome at — * Na- 
ture moſt unfortunately: peep di thro 
the Veil, and led our young Hero 
to pitch on a Set of Armour, which 
* Uhſſs 
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that Town. 


m Livy of Achilles. » 
Ulyſſes had mix'd with the reſt, as 
the Touchſtone to diſcover his War- 
rior by. H | 

Ulyſſes having thus cunningly gain- 
ed ki Ends, he ſoon — on 
Achilles to throw off his effeminate 
Habit, and give a looſe to his war- 


like Genius, which had been fo long 


ſmorherd. Upon which he ſpeedi- 
ly follow'd the Greeks to Troy, where 
he perform'd a great Number of 
Heroick Actions Qing the Siege of 


In this War, the Greeks having 
fack'd ſome of the neighbouring 


Towns, and bore off from rhence 


two beautiful Captives; the one, 
whoſe Name was Chryſeis, was al- 


lotted to Agamenmon General of all 


the Grecian Forces; and the other, 
whoſe Name was Briſeis, fell to the 
Share of Achilles. Chryſeis, Aga- 
memnon's Captive, happen'd to be 
Daughrer to the Prieſt of Apollo, 

N B whoſe 


* 1 — 


10 The Lift of Achilles: 3 
whole Father came immediately to 
the Grecian Camp, and offer d a con- 
ſiderable Sum for her Ranſom; but A. 
being refus d his Requeſt, and inſo- 

lently treated and diſmiſs d by Aga- 
menmon, he intreated for Vengeance 

' from his Ged, who comply'd with 
his Prayer,, and inflited a terrible 
Peſtilence on the Greeks. Upon this 
Achilles calls a general Council, and 
encourages Calchas - to declare the 
Cauſe of their dreadful Deſolation ; 
who immediately attributes it to the 
Refuſal of Chryſeis, and the Ill- treat- 
ment of her Father the Prieſt. The 
King being thus oblig'd to give up 
his Captive, enters into a furious 
Conteſt with Achilles; and, as he 
had an abſolute Command of the 
Army, takes Briſeis from him in 
Revenge; inſiſting, that as Com- 
mander in Chief, he had Power of 
raking for himſelf whatever part of 


the Prey he pleasd;. and that as he 
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The LIE of Achilles. 11 
had been oblig d by Achilles to re- 
| ſtore what he Pad pitch d on, it was 
but juſt that he ſhould have a ſecond 
Choice. t | 

Achilles, on the other hand, 
pleads that Agamenmon could not 
ſeize upon any other Man's Captive, 
without a new diſtribution, it being 
an Invaſion of private Property. But 
Agamemnon ſtill perſiſting in his 
demand, and treating Achilles in a 
contemptuous manner, his Fury is 
rais d to ſuch a Degree, that he 
draws his Sword and attempts the 
King's Life in the Council. In the 
very Moment of Execution, Pallas 
the Goddeſs of Wiſdom deſcends, 
and being ſeen only by Achilles ſeizes 
on him, and withheld him from his 
Purpoſe. He parlies with her for 
ſome time, imagining ſhe would 
ſuffer him, upon hearing his wrongs, 
to proceed ; bur upon her promiſing 


. ; s » 
him a Time, wherein there ſhould 
B z be 


The LIE of Achilles. 
be a full Reparation of his Honour, 
he ſheaths his Sword in obedience to 
her Dictates. But no ſooner had the 
Goddeſs left him, and regain d the 
Summit of Olympus, but he ls again 
upon his General ik bitter Invec- 
+ "kg At laſt the Quarrel riſing to 
the higheſt * 5tnay Neſtor the 
wiſeſt and molt aged of the Greeks 
interfer'd, and endeavour'd to ap- 
peaſe the Conteſt. He ſides wich 
neither, that he might not anger 
any one, while he T” iſles them to 
the proper Methods of Reconcilia- 
tion; and he appears to fide with 
both, while he praiſes each, that they 
might be. induc'd, by the 2 
tion of one another's Worth, to re- 
turn to that Amity which would 
bring Succeſs to their Enterprize. 

Tho' this Speech had not full 
Succels, yet the 9 wich which 
the Diſpute was manag d, immediate- 
ly abated upon it: Agamemmon con- 


\ tels'd, 
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felsdy” that all be ſpoke was r is 
and Achilles promiſes to conten 
longer for his Captive, upon which 


Achilles, however, not being able 
to brook the Loſs of his Briſeis, with- 


jury he ſuffer d, ſhe ſup 
piter to render the Greeks ſenſible of 
it, by giving Victory to the Trojans. 


The L 17 8 of Achilles, 13 
ight, 
d no 


the Council immediately diſſol vd. 


drew himſelf and all his Forces from 


the reſt of the Greeks ; and complain- 


ing to his Mother Thetis of che In- 


plicated Ju- 


Jupiter, in purſuance of this Requeſt, 
ſends a deceitful Viſion to Agamem- 


nam, perſwading him to lead the 
Army to Battle, in order to make 


them feel the want of Achilles: he 


accordingly draws up the Grecian 
Troops for an Engagement; and after 
a ſingle Combat betwixt Aſenelaus 
and Paris, Pandarus breaks the Truce 


by wounding Menelaus: a Battle en- 
ſues and great Numbers are ſlain on 
9 both 


: 


14 The LIE of Achilles. 
both ſides, without any viſible Ad- 
vantage on either. In a ſecond Bat- 
tle the Greeks were diſtreſſed, and 


driven to their Fortifications before 


the Ships. After this Defeat Aga- 


nemnon is prevailed upon, by the 
Council, to ſend Ambaſſadors to 
Achilles, in order to move him to a 
Reconciliation, whom he rejects 
with roughneſs and ſcorn. In the 
third Battle, which for ſome time 
was dubious, Neſtor holds a Con- 
verſation with Achilles in his Tent, 
which tended to put Patroclus, that 
Hero's much beloved Friend, upon 
perſuading Achilles to fight for hi 
Countrymen, or at leaſt to permit 
him to do it, clad in Achilles's Ar- 


mour; the laſt he with great diffi- 


culty conſented to, but not till the 
Grecian Trenches were forc'd, and 
their Ships in danger of being ſer on 


Fire; at the ſame time he gave it 


him 
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The LIFE of Achilles. 15 


him in ſtrict Charge to content him- 
elf with reſcuing the Fleet, without 


farther purſuit of the Enemy. 


he brave Patroclus iſſued forth in 
the Armour and Chariot of Achilles, 
'? and at the Head of his Troops, to 
+} fave the Grecian Fleet and Army from 
impending Ruin: the Trojans at the 


fight of Patroclus in Achilles's Armour, 
taking him for that Hero, were caſt 
into the uttermoſt Conſternation : he 
ſoon beat them off from the Veſſels; 
Hector himſelf flies, and Sarpedon is 
kill'd : but in the heat of the Action, 


Patroclus, neglecting the Orders he 


had receiv'd from Achilles, purſues 
the Foe to the Walls of Troy ; where 
repuls'd and diſarmd by Apollo, 

The News of Patroclus's Death 
was brought to Achilles by Antilochus; 


upon which he gave himſelf up to 


d not pardon: in him, and which 


po 
— — with a Weakneſs which Plato 

cou 
could- 


* 


as ne Lirw of Achilles. | 
could only be excus d on account of 
the long and cloſe Friendſhip betwixt 
him and the Deceas d. His Mother 
Thetis, with her Sea-Nymphs, hear- 
ing his. Lamentations, came to com- 
fort him: Achilles vents his Grief to 
her in terms, wherein were expreſs'd 
1 | the moſt lively and beautiful Strokes 
lll, of Nature and Paſſion, all that the 
[ | trueſt Friend, the moſt tender Son, 
and the moſt generous Hero cou'd 
feel in this delicate and affecting Cir- 
cumſtance. His Fury now takes 
another Channel, and his Eagerneſs 
of Revenge turns from Agamem- 
non who had forc'd away his Miſtreſs, 
upon Heffor who had robb'd him of 


Niall. „ þ 
After having calmly conſider d 
the preſent State of his Life, he de- f 


liberately embrac d his approaching 
Fate, and comforted: himſelf under 
it by a Reflexion on thoſe great Men, 
whom neither their illuſtrious Actions, 
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The LIVE of Achilles. 17 
nor their affinity to Heaven, could 
ſave from the general Doom. 1 ſhall 
have Time enough, ſaid he, for in- 
glorious Reſt when I am laid in the 
Grave, but now I muſt act like a 
living Hero: I ſhall, indeed, lie 
down in Death before the Walls of 
Troy, as the Oracle foretold, but at 
the ſame Time I ſhall rife higher in 
Glory ; 

Tes I will meet the Murderer of 


r, if the Gods ordain it, meet my 


5 Homer's Iliad. 
He was that Moment ruſhing to 
the Fight, had not his Mother Thetis 
diſſuade him, and prevail'd on him 
to defer his Intention till the next 
Morning, by which time ſhe pro- 
mis d to procure him a new Set of 
Armour from Vulcan. In the mean 


time the Battle raged more and more, 
| 2 the 


© 
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18 The LITE of Achilles. 


the Greeks doing their utmoſt to 
bear off the Body of Patroclus, and 
the Trojans, with Hector at their 
Head, ſtriving to take it from them; 
which they were upon the point o 
effecting, when Iris was diſpatch'd by 
Juno to Achilles to inform him of 
the Danger, and adviſe him to ſhew 
himſelf at the Head of the In- 
trenchments. | 

Achilles inſtantly comply'd with 
the Commands of the Goddeſs; he 
mounted the Ramparts, and the 
very Sight of him at once turn'd the 
Fortune of the Day. The Trojan: 
no ſooner ſaw him, and heard his 
Voice, but they fled from their 
_ Conqueſt” trembling and confound- 
ed, whilſt, by the ſame means, the 
Greeks brought off the Body of Pa- 
troclus with eaſe and ſecurity. Upon 
ſight of the Corps the Grief of 
Achilles is renew'd, and his Lamen- 
tation over it was exceſſive, but it 


was 


The LITE of Achilles. 1.9 


was ſtill ſuch Sorrow as became a 


Hero. I ſhall ſoon purſue thee, on 
the darkſome way, my dear Patroclus, 
ſaid he, yet this I promile thee, that 
before theſe dear Relicts are laid in 
the Grave, Hector's Head ſhall be 
offer'd ro thy Manes. He then or- 
derd the Attendants to waſh and 
cleanſe. every honour d Wound, 


to embalm his Body, and lay it on 


a Bed of State, decently cover'd 
with a milk-whice Veil. 


Mean while Theris arrives at the 


Palace of Vulcan, and, to compaſs 
her Deſign, recounts every thing to 
the Advantage of her Son. She ac- 


cordingly ſucceeded, and Vulcan 


immediately compleated a glorious 
Set of Armour for her Hero, 
which ſhe flies from Olympus 
to preſent him with. she found 
him till ſtretchd over the Corpſe 
of his Friend, and in Tears; bur 


3 no 


zo The Lixz of Achilles. 
no ſooner did he caſt his Eyes on 
the divine Workmanſhip, but it 
rais'd him once more to Life and 
Glory. His Mother then promis d 
him to preſerve the Body of his 
Friend from Corruption, and or- 
der d him to aſſemble the Army, and 
declare his Reſentment at an end. 
Which being done, Achilles and Aga- 
menmon were folemnly reconcil d, 
and Achilles was ſo deſirous to be 
upon Action, that he was ſcarce 
perſuaded by Ulyſes to refrain from 
Battle till the Troops had refreſh'd 
chemſelves. The Preſents, which 
were made by Agamenmon to Achilles 
upon their Reconciliation, were 
then convey'd to his Tent, amongſt 
which was Briſeis the lovely Captive, 
who had been the Cauſe of all the 
Contention betwixt the two Princes. 
She made great Lamentations over 
rhe Body of Patroclus, and Achilles 
himſelf 
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The LII E of Achilles. 21 
himſelf continu d obſtinately to re- 


fuſe all Repaſt, and gave himſelf 


' over to Sorrow for his Friend. 


At length the Hour appointed for 
Battle being come, he equips him- 
ſelf in the divine Armour which 
Vulcan had made for him; and, 
mounting his Chariot, he reproaches 


his Horſes with not bringing Patro- 


clus back to him in ſafety, and then 


- eagerly ruſh'd with Fury to the 
Combat. The Greek and Trojan 


Armies encounter, and the firſt 


Whom Achilles engag'd with was the 


great Aineas; but he was prelery'd 
from his Fury by the aſſiſtance of 
Neptune. Upon which Achilles fell 
upon the reſt of the Trojans, and 


made very great Havock; and at 


laſt, meeting with Heffor, was upon 
the point of killing him, when 
Apollo interpos'd and convey'd him 
away in a Cloud. Achilles continu'd 

, to 


22 The LIE of Achilles; 
to purſue the Trojans with exceſſive 
Slaughter, who fled before him in- 
to the Town: Agenor only made a, 
ſtand, who was likewiſe conyey'd 
away in a Cloud by Apollo; who, 
to delude Achilles, takes upon him 
Agenor's Shape; and, while he purſues 
him in that Diſguiſe, gave the 
Trojans an opportunity of retiring 
into their Ciry. | 
A The Trojans being ſafe within 
the Walls, Hector only ſtays to op- 
ole Achilles, Priam was ſtruck at 


is Approach, and endeavour'd to 


perſuade his Son to re-enter the 
Town; Hecuba at the ſame time 
joining her Intreaties, but all to no 
purpoſe: However, at the Advance 
of Achilles, his Reſolution fail'd him, 
and he fled before him. Achilles 
purſu'd him thrice round the Walls 
of Troy, till at length, fird with 
Shame and Indignation, he ſtood 
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The LI FE of Achilles. 23 


che Combat, and was unhappily ſlain 


in it. No ſooner had Achilles got 


7 N 2 Victory Over his Enemy, than, 


er to be reveng d for the Death 
et ne, he drag d the dead Bo- 
dy at his Chariot round the Walls 
of the Town. Alfter this, Achilles 
and his Myrmidons paid the Fune- 
ral Rites' to the Body of Patroclus, 
and facrific'd twelve Tho} an Captives 
at his Pile. He F 44. lac'd his 
Bones in an Urn of Gold, and in- 
ſtituted ſeveral Funeral Games in 


Honour of him, viz. the Chariot- 


* 1 
a — 4 
i, , > Ty - 
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Race, the Fight of the Cæſtus, the 
Wreſtling, = Foot-Race, the Sin- 
gle Combat, the Diſcus, the Shoot- 
ng with Arrows, and the Darting 

the Javelin. In the mean time 
old King Priam arrives at the Tent 
of Achilles, with Preſents to redeem 
the Body of Hector; who, mov'd 
wich Compaſſion at the Grief of 


the 


- 4 8 « % . 


a4 De LIE of Achilles, 


the "venerable - Sire, .comply'd wick 
his Requelt, ' and generouſly -:dif- 
miſs d hin. the next- an with 
the Bod. 

But now the. Conqueror 8 8 
Was come, and HeFor's Brother ſoon 
ſenit his Murderer after him to the 
Shades. Achilles being enamour' d 3 
wich Feh ven, the fair baker of | 
Priam, met the Father 1 
pointment in the Temple of LY 
to treat about his Marriage with 
her 5 0 ſooner had he enter'd the 4 
Doors of the Temple, chan Paris, 
who had hid himſelf behind. the 
Statue of Apollo, treacherouſly ſhot 
him with an Arrow, which un- 
fortunately hit thap Part of him 
which, Was alone laid to be vulnera- 


Thus fell * P Hero ! 
0 Hiſtory boaſts of, a Wat- 
rior lo. a0 and yaliant, that his 

Name 


* 
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Name became a Diſtinction, to ſuc- 
teeding Ages, of ſupreme Valour 
and unconquerable Spirit. He was 
buried at the Sigean Promontory; 
and the, Greeks miade a magnificent 
Funeral for him. After his Death 
Ajax and Ulyſſes, two of the Gre- 
tign Princes, contended for his Di- 


7 
ö 1 
* 4 2 . 


Vulcan, which was gain d by Ulyſſes. 
Soon after this Troy was taken by the 
well-known Stratagem of the Wood- 
en Horſe; and, after the Sacking 
of the Town, Polyzena, who was 
found amongſt the reſt of the Cap- 


of Achilles by Pyrrbus his Son, as his 
2 Ghoſt had demanded: 

2. - Achilles was not only 4 mere 
' F Soldier, and without any other 


ro Qualification but Strength; he was 


r- a2 Perſon likewiſe of excellent Senſe 
is and found Reaſon, and poſſeſs d the 
ot * ES more 


vine Atmour the Workmanſhip of 


tives, was facrific'd at the Tomb : 


E 
* 
* 
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more amiable Virtues of Friendſhip 
and Humanity. His Perſon was 
{o oraceful, that his very Enemies 
were aſtoniſh'd at his manly Beau- 
ty. He was likewiſe a great Lover 
of Muſick and Poetry, which was 
inſtill'd into him by his Tutor Chi- 
ron. So that tho Courage was his 
moſt diſtinguiſhing Character, yet 
Achilles was admirable both for 
the Endowments of Body and 
Mind. e e 
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N. B. It may not be improper 
here to advertiſe the Reader, that 
Mr. Gays new Play is founded up- 
on that Part of the Story of Achilles, 
where he is diſguisd in a Female 
Habit in the Court of Lycomedes ; 
but tho' the Talk of that Perfor- 


mance 


== as 11 b de 

2 26 8 
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mance gave us the Hint of drawing 
up; this Hiſtory, yet we did not 
think proper to confine our ſelves 


do relate that Part only which is 


T the subject of the Play, but to give 

s > the Reader a compleat View of the 

4 Life and Exploits of that famous 

5 Hero; a ſingle Act of whoſe Re- 

c ſentment gave Occaſion to the no- 

r bleſt Poem that ever appear'd in the 

1 World, I mean the Ihad of Homer. 
7 And this we preſume will be the 
more acceptable, as the Hiſtory of 
ttmhis great Man has not been yet 

2 compil'd by any one Writer, we 

being oblig'd to have recourſe to a 

r great many different Authors to 

t compleat our Relation. 

— | k 

: E 

1 * 

© 


ew 


* 


49 


— - up 


